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j % tuis in derogation to Virgil, neither do I contradict 
iv!) v thing which i have formerly faid in his juft praife, Dryden* 
l believe there are non 2 of thefe patriots who will think it 
a drogfmi from their merit to have it laid, that they received 
many lights and advantages from their intimacy with my lord 
Somers. Addijhis Freeholder, N° 39* 

I > f. r ©fe a l t v r * adj , [ dcrogativus, Latin . 1 Derogatin o- * leffen- 
jng the value oh 

i J]Lit fpirits are corporeal fee ms to me a conceit derogative 
to himfelt, and inch as he fhould rather labour to overthrow ; 
} ct thereby he eftablifheth the do£trine of luftrations, amulets 
and charms, as we have declared before. Brown's Vulgar Err , 
Dz&q g atqrily, adv. [from derogatory.] In a detracting 
manner, Di&. 

Dero'gat GRineSS. n. fi [from derogatory.] The act of dero- 


suting. 


Dm. 

Derogatory, adj . [ d 0 roga tom us, Latin*] That Icfiens the 
value of, 

f hev live and die in their abfiirdities, palling their days in 
perverted apprehenfioas and conceptions of the world, deroga- 
tory unto God and the wi (dorm ot the creation, Brown* 

l hefe deputed beings, as they are commonly under flood, 
arc derogatory from the wifelom and power of the Author of 
Natui e, who dpubtlefs can govern this machine lie cotdd 
crcaic, by more direct and ea fy methods than employing thefe 
fubfervient divinities, Gheynis Phil. Erin, 

De r vis* n , f [Wi, French.] A Turkifh prfeft. 

^ Kven there, where Chrift vouch faf’d to teach, 

Their dervifis dare an impuftor preach. Sqndyr. 

T he dervis at firft made fume fcruple of violating his pro- 
mifc to the dying brachman ; but told him, at J aft, that he 
could conceal nothing from to excellent a prince* Spifiator. 
DE'SCANT* n.f [difcantOy Italian.] 

1* A fong or tune compofed in parts. 

Nay, now you are too flat. 

And mar the concord with too harfh a defiant. Zhakcfpears. 

The wakeful nightingale 

AH night long her amorous defiant fung. Milton's Par* Lo/l, 

2* A difeourfe ; a deputation ; a difquifition branched out into 
feveral divifions or heads* it is commonly ufed as a word of 
cenfure, or contempt* 

Look you get a prayer-book in your hand, 

And Hand between two churchmen, good my lord ; 

For on that ground i’ll build a holy defiant. ShaL Rick life 
Such frindnefs would fupplant our unkind reportings, and 
fevere dfianfs upon our brethren. Government of the Teague. 

To De 'scant, v. n. [from the noun j 

1. To fitig in parts* 

2* To difeourfe at large; to make fpeeches : in a fenfe of ccn- 
furc or contempt* 

Why 1 , in this weak piping time of peace, 

Have no delight to pafs away the time ; 

XJniefs to fpy my ihadow in the fun, 

And d:ja mt on mine own deformity, Shakcfi Diehard HI. 

Com’ft thou for this, vain boafter, to furvey me, 

To defiant on my ftrength, and give thy verdidt ? Milton * 
A virtuous man fhoiikt he pica fed to find people df anting 
upon his actions, becaufe, when they are thoroughly canvafled 
and examined, they turn to Ins honour* Adtiifmi s Freeholder. 

To DESCE ND* v. a. [defeenda, Latin,] 

1, fo come from a higher place to a lower; to fall ; to fink. 

The rain defiended, and the floods came, ami the winds 
blew, and beat upon thathoufe; and it fell not, for it was 
founded upon a rock. Matt viL 25, 

T he brook that ekfiemkd out of the mount. Deutr * ix* zs. 
He cleft his head with one defending blow* Dryden. 

Foul with ftains 

Of gufhing torrents and defending rains. Addi fan's Cato, 

O gMld ds ! who, defending from the ikies, 

Vquchfaf ’d thy prefence to my wond’ring eyes. Popes Qdyjfl 

2, To come down in a popular fenfe, implying only an arrival 
at one place from another. 

He (hall def end into battle, and penfh, 1 Sa. xxvi* IC, 

3, Tu come fiiddenly or violently ; to fall upon as an enemy. 

For the pious fire prt ferve the fon ; 

His wifh’d return with happy pow’r befriend. 

And on the fuitors let thy wrath defiend. Popes Odyjfey, h, iv. 

4* To make an invafion* 

The goddefs gives tlT alarm ; and foon is known 
The Grecian fleet, df ending on the town* Dryden. 

A fi Yeign fon upon the ihorc defeends-, 

Whofe martial fame from pole to pole extends. Dryden. 

5, To proceed from an original ; to be extracted irom* 

Defpair defends from .1 mean original ; the offspring of fear, 
kwanefi, and impatience. CoUief againft Defpair. 

Will, ii younger brother to a baronet, and def ended of the 
ancient family of the Wimbles. Addijon's Spectator , N , 108* 

6. To fall in order of inheritance to a fueceffor. 

Should we allow that all the property, all the eftateof ti c 
father, ought to dr fiend to the eldeft fon ; yet tfic father’s na- 
tural dominion, the paternal power, cannot defend unto him 
by inheritance* Locke. 


. ^ he inheritance of both rule over men anti P roccr>.> '■ 

^ *f ‘Fung from the fame original, an-J were t o 

the fame rules. J °f 

Our author provides for the and convert"' 

down of Adams monarchical power tc pofterity, hy the'i.'hf 
maiice of his heir, fuccceding to his hither’s authority, / 


7. i o extend a difeourfe from general to mriicuiar 
derations. “ ‘ 


com'., 


Congregations difeerned the ftnall accord that was 
themfe.ves, wlicn the)- defamkd to particulars. Decay e f Pint 
To Desce nc. V. a. To walk downward upon anyplace*"'" 
t ic ended, and they both defend the hiilj 
Ddcended Adam to the bov/T, where Eve 

Lay fleeping. Midcn s Parad'd,: [ c /} 

In all cur journey through the Alps, as well when il 
climbed as when we defeended them, we had fiill a river run 
ning along with the road. * n ’ 


in the mid ft of this plain ftands a high hill, "ft ” 
that there would be no mounting or dejiatdk* it, were net it 


fo very deep, 


made tip of a loofc crumbled eattii. Addmn m hak 

Descendant, n.f. [defendant, Fr. defmdatt^ Latin.] The 

offspring of an ancestor ; lie that is in the line of generation 
at whatever difkncc. 

The de fondants of Neptune were planted there. Batcn. 

O, true dej Cendant of a patriot line, 

Vouchfafe this pidturc of thy foul to fee. Dryden. 

He revealed his own will, and their duty, in a more ample 
manner than it had been declared to any of jny dekadarAs 
before them. ' Atetiurf hermits. 

Ue scene ent* adj. [dfmdem^ Lathi, It feems to be db- 
bliflied that the fubftantive fliouhl derive the temuuation frum 
the French* and the adjeftive from the Latin.] 

1 . Falling ; finking ; coming down; dcfcendilTg, 

T here is a regret of the tap in plants from above down- 
wards ; and this defiendmi juice h that which principally nou- 
rifhes both fruit and plant* Ray on the Creation. 

2 , Proceeding from another as an original or anceftor* 

More than mortal grace 

Speaks thee defimdent of xthcrcal race* Popes Odv/Jev h iv 
Desce'n dibl e. adj. [from defend } ' ' 

J* Such as may be defeended ; fetch as may admit of a paJTage 
downwards. 

2. 1 raufrniflible hy Inheritance* 

According to the cuftoms of other countries thofe hone- 
rat y tees anti infeudations were defietidthlc to the cfdeft, and 
nfrt to all the males. Hale s 6 omir.cn Law gJ England 

D t s cf. ; nsi o n t . n.f [defmfc, Latin * j 
1* The act of felling or linking; defeent, 

2* A declenfion ; a degradation* 

From a god to a bull ! a heavy defienfton .* 

It was Jove's cafe* From a prince to a "prentice? a Imv 
transformation: tBatfhall be mine. Shahfpearis Henry IV* 

3. [In aftronomy.J Right defienfm is the arch of die equator, 
which dd Vends with the figu or liar below the horizon of a 
diraft fphere. 

Oblique defer fan is the arch of the equator, which defends 
with the fign below the horizon of an oblique fphere, Ozenam, 
Decern signal, adj. [from dficjfi^r] Re) at in to defeent. 
Descent* n. f [defen/hs^ Latin ; dejeente^ French ] 

1* The a<ft of pafiing from a higher place* 

Why do fragments, from a mountain rent, 

Tend to tite earth with fech a fwift defeent? Blackmcr*'- 
2. Prog refs downwards. 

Obfcrvlng fuch gradual and gentle defeats downwards, in 
tliofe parts of the creation that are beneath men, the rule of 
analogy may make It probable, that it is fo alfo in things 
above* Locke* 

. Obliquity; inclination. 

The heads and feurccs of rivers flow upon a defied, or an 
inclining plane, without which they could not flow at all, 

fVoodwardh s Natural Hiflsry , p* id* 

4. Lowefl place. 

From tff extreme ft upward of thy head, 

To the defeent and dufl below thy feet, 

A moft toad-fpotted traitor. Shakfpiares King Lear* 

5* Invafion; hoftile entrance into a kingdom: in allufion tu 
the height of fhips. 

At the firft defeat on fhore, he was not Immured with a 
wooden veflcl, but he did countenance the landing in hi& 
long-boat* J Cotton* 

T he duke was general himfelf, and made that unfortunate 
defent upon the I lie of Ree, which was attended with a miff' 
rable retreat, in which the flower of the army was loft Clatva 
A rife, true judges, in your own defence, 

Controul thofe fopltngs, and declare lor fenfe; 

For fhould the fools prevail, they flop not there, 

But make their next defiert upon the fair. Dry en* 

6* Tranfiuiffion of any tiling by feccefflon and inheritance. 

If the agreement and confent of men hrJt gave 
into any one’s hand, that alio rnuft diredt its descent 
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9, Tb? ftate of proceeding from an original or progenitor* 

^ All of them, even without fech a particular claim, ha 
creat reafon to glory in their common defient Irom Abraham, 
ff ac and Jacob, to whom the promife ol the bldfcd feed was 
feverally made* Merbutfs Sermons* 

Ss Birch ; extraflion ; procefe of lineage. 

I give my voice on Richard's fiue, 

To bar mv mailer’s heirs in true defeent / 

God knows, I will not do it. Shahfe Rickard III* 

Turnus, for high defeent and graceful mien, ^ 

Was firft, and favour’d by the Lac i an queen. Dryden s Mn* 

9. Offspring; inheritors; thofe proceeding in die line ot gene- 
ration. 

The care of our defeent perplexes us molt. 

Which mull be born to certain woe. M iltcns P aradifi Lfl. 

From him 

His whole defeent, who enus fhall Canaan win* /l.ilt. P * L* 

10. A tingle ilep in the fcale of genealogy ; a generation* 

No man living is a thou fend defeats removed from Adam 
himfelf* Hoohr, L iii */ 1. 

Then all the fens of thefe five brethren reign d 
By due fuccefs, and ail their nephews kite, 

Even thrice eleven defrnts the crown retain’d, 

1 1 ill aged Hen by due heritage it gain'd* Fairy hfhieen, h. iu 
1 1* A rank in the fcale or order of hemp. 

How have I then, with whom to hold conyerfe, 

Save with the creatures which 1 made, and thofe 
To me i nfer ior ; infinite df rents 

Beneath what other creatures arc to thee* Milfoti s P . Lf. 
To DESCRFBF. v. a. [deferibo, Latin, j 
Ib To mark out anything by the mention of its properties, 

1 pray thee, overnacnc them ; and as thou nanfiit them, 

J will defer i he thorn ; and according to my defeription, level at 
my nffoffion. S ha If pear/ s Merchant of Venice. 

He that writes well in verfe will often fend his thoughts in 
fearch, through all the treaferc of words that exprds any one 
idea in the fame language, that fo lie may comport with the 
rneafures, or the rhyme of the verfe which lie writes, or with 
his own moll beautiful and vivid fentiments of the thing he 
defer ibrs* IVatih s Improvement of the Mind . 

2, to delineate; to mark out; to trace: as a torch waved 
about the head deferihes a circle* 

3* To diftribute into proper heads or divifions. 

Men paffed through the land, and dferihed it bv cities into 
feven parts in a book* J°f xviii* 9. 

4* To define in a lax manner by the prom! feu ous mention of 
qualities general and peculiar* Sec Description* 

Describe ft* n» f [from def tribe.) He that deferibes. 

From a plantation and colony of theirs, an ifland near 
Spain was by the Greek defer ibers named Erythra. Brown * 

Describe r » nfi ffrom the verb*] A difeoverer; adetetfler. 
May think his labour vainly gone. 

The glad defer her £ha]) not mifs 

Totafte the neflar of a kifs. Crajhaw. 

Desce i'ption* v.f [deferiptio, Latin.] 

1. The a£l of deferibing or making out any perfon or thing by 
perceptible properties, 

2* The fen tence or paffege In which any thing is dclcribed* 

A poet mu ft refufe all tedious and unnecefiary defer iptiohs : 
a robe which is too heavy, is lefs an ornament than a burthen* 

Dpyder’s Dufrejhoy, Preface. 
Sometimes mifguided by the timefid throng, 
i look forftreams immortaliz’d in fong. 

That loft in file nee and oblivion lie, 

Dumb are their fountains, and their channels dry, 

That run for ever by the rn ufe’s fkill* 

And In the fmooth dejiripihn murmur ft ilk Addifin * 

3. A lax definition. 

T’his fort of definition, which is made up of a mere enfe 
leiStion of the moft remarkable parts or properties, is called 
an imperfect definition, or a dejcripiim ; whereas the dclinition 
is called perfect when it Is compofed of the effential di fie rente, 
added to general nature or genus* JVattds Logick. 

4, File qualities expreffed in a defeription, 

F 11 pay fix thoufand, and deface the bond, 

Before a friend of this defirif thn 

Shall lofe a hair. Shakefepeare s Merchant of Venice. 

To DESCRY'* v, a. [dt frier, French* 1 

1. To give notice of any thing fiiddenly difeovered ; as, the 
feout defined the enemy, that he gave notice of their approach* 
ThC fenfe Is now obioiete, but gave occafion to thofe which 
nre now in uie. 

2. Fo fpy out; to examine at a di fiance. 

And the houfe of Jofeph fent to defery Bethel. Jndg, i* 23* 
Edmund, I think, is gone to defery 
T If ftrengtb o ? tff enemy* Sh&hjpcards Ring Lear . 

3- T o detect ; to find out any thing concealed* 

Of the king they* got a light alter dinner In a gallery, and 
of the queen mother at her own table ; in neither place def- 
eryed, no, not by Cadinet, who had been lately ambafiador in 
England. Wettm. 

VoL. I. 


i To d Hoover ; to perceive by the eye; to fee any thing diilallf 
or abfent. 

Thus dlght, into the court lie took his way ; 
p.otli through the guards which never him defer/ f. 

Ami through the watchmen, who him never fpy c. 

A 0 Hubbards Tali. 

The fpirit of derp prophecy flic hath ; 

AVhat’s pa ft and w hat’s to come Ihc can dcfly. SbaL il. - J- 
That planet would, unto our eyes, dcj. tying only that part 
whereon the light falls, appeal- to b.- horned, as the moon 
lcems . Raleigh's Hijlory of the li'orld , b. i. r. 7. 

And now their way to earth they had defer f f 
To Paradilb firft tending. Miltons Paradife Lofl , b x. 
Although the motion ot light be not defined) no argument 

can be made from thence to prove that light is not a body. 

J Dighy m Bodies* 

A towV fo high, it feem d to reach the fky. 

Stood on the roof, from whence we could defery 

All Ilium. , , . Denham. 

Once more at leaft looit back, laid T, 

Thy fid f in that large glafs defry. Prior. 

Descry', n.f. [from the verb.] Difcovery ; thing difeovered. 

How near's the other army t 

Near, and on fpeedyfuot, the main defery 

Stands on the hourly thought. Shake fieares King Lear. 

To DE'SECRATE. v.’a. [defacro, Lat.j J o divert from the 
purpofe to which any thing is confccrated. 

1 he founders of monaitrics imprecated evil on thofe who 
fhou! J defeerate their donations. Salmon’s S urvey. 

DesEcra'tion- n.f [from defeerate.'] The abolition of con- 
fecration. 

De'sert. n.f [ defertvm, Latin. ] A wildemefs ; folitude 5 
walk country ; uninhabited place. 

Be alive again. 

And dare me to the dejert with thy fwordi 

Of trembling I inhibit; then proteftme 

The baby of a girl. Shalifpeares Macbeth . 

He, looking round on every fide, beheld 
A pathlefis dejert, du(k with h n rid fhades. Paradife Reg. 
De'sert. adj. [defertus, Latin.] Wild; wafte; folitary; un- 
inhabited; uncultivated; int : Ifed* 

I have words 

That would be howl'd out m the dejert air* 

Where hearing fhould not catch them- Shakef Macbeth * 
He found him in a dejert land, and in the wafte howling 
wildernefs. Dcufr . xxxii. io P 

'fhc promifes and bargains between two men in a def rt 
ifland arc binding; to them, though they arc perfeSly in aiiate 
of nature, in reference to one another. Locke*. 

To DESEfR. F. v. a. [dejert ft, French ; defer Latin, j 
1* To forfeke; to fall away from; to quit meanly or treache« 
roufly. 

I do not remember one man, who heartily wifned the puff- 
ing of that bill, that ever defined them 'till the kingdom was 
in a flame* Dryden’ s Mn. Dedicate 

2. To leave; to abandon. 

What is it that holds and keeps them in fixed Rations and 
Intervals, againft an Incdlunt and inherent tendency to dejert 
them ? Bentley's Sermons. 

3* To quit the army, or regiment, in which one is cn lifted* 
Dese rt* n.f [properly defend : the word is originally Frcnch. j 
The laft courle, the fruit or fweetmeats with which a feaft is 
concluded* See Dessert* 

Desert* n * f { from defer if 

1* Qualities or conduit ccmiidcred with refpedt to rewards or 
punifh merits ; degree of merit or demerit* 

Being of neceiiity a thing common, it is, through the ma- 
nifold perfeafions, difpofitions, and occafions of men, with 
equal dtfh t budi of praife and difpraife, ftunned by feme, by- 
others defired* Hooker ^ k v* f ±b. 

The bafe o ? th J mount 

Is rank'd with AXdef rts, all kind of natures, 

That labour on the bofom of this fphere 
To propagate their ftates. Shahf peart s Timm * 

Ufc every man after his dejert, and who fhall Tcape wfelp- 

ping ■ Shakefpeares Hamlet* 

2* Proportional merit ; claim to reward. 

More to move you. 

Take my dejert s to his, and join them both, Shakef Timor „ 
Alt defers imports an equality between the good conferred 
and the good defer ved, or made due* South's Sermons* 

3* Excellence; right to reward ; virtue. 

DeseVter. n. f [from def rt.] 

1* He that has for fa ken his caufe or his poft* 

The members of both ho nfes, who at firft withdrew were 
counted deferiers, and outed of their places In parliament* 

n - 1 1 * * „ Ring Charles. 

btreignt to their ancient calls, recall’d from air, 

7 he reconcil’d dej criers wifi repair, Dryden* s Firg * Georr. 

Hofts of dferters, who your honour fold, 

Anil bafely broke your faith for bribes of gdd. Dr yd. Mn, 
2. He that leaves the army in which he is enliftetl. 
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